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sophical problem of the relation of mind to
the external world, but he is also entitled to
be regarded as one of the principal founders
of that mechanical view of the material
world at which modern science has been
steadily working since his time. The French
philosopher Bergson maintains that matter
is what we see and touch or perceive.

Matterhorn, an Alpine summit of the Pen-
nine group (14,781 ft.) rising just s.w. of
Zermatt, between the Val d'Aosta in Italy
and the canton of Valais, Switzerland.

Matthew, one of the twelve apostles of
Jesus, was the son of Alpheus. He was a
publican living near Capernaum and was
one of those charged with the collection of
taxes. He was early called a disciple of
Jesus and left all to follow him, making a
farewell feast at which his former friends
and business associates were present. There is
no record of his activities as a disciple but
his name has always been associated with
the first Gospel.

Matthew, The Gospel, According to,
the first book of the New Testament. It
pre-eminently represents Jesus as the Mes-
siah, the fulfiller of God's promises to Israel,
and the descendant of David and Abraham.
The date of composition is usually reckoned
to be about 70 A.D. See GOSPELS.

Matthews, (James) Brander (1852-
1929), American writer and educator, was
born in New Orleans. He was graduated
from Columbia College in 1871, and was
appointed professor of literature at the same
institution in 1892. In 1900 he exchanged
the chair of literature for that of dramatic
literature, which he retained until his retire-
ment in 1924, He took part in the move-
ment in 1906 for 'simplified spelling,' and
was chairman of a board voluntarily organ-
ized to advance that cause. In 1922-4 he
was chancellor of the American Academy of
Arts and Letters and was president of the
National Institute of Arts and Letters (1913-
14). He edited several works relating to the
stage and published various books on liter-
ary subjects, such as The Philosophy of the
Short Story (1901), Moliere (1910), Shakes-
peare as a Playwright (1913), The Oxford
Book of American Essays (1914)*

Matthews, John (1836-1905), American
actor, was born in England. He was for
many years a member of A. M. Palmer's
stock company at the Union Square Theater
in New York. He was a member of Laura
Keene's company, presenting Our American
Cousin, at Ford's Theater on the night of

the assassination of Lincoln. He was ar-
rested for complicity, but was soon proved
nnocent,
Matthias Corvinus (1440-90), king of
Hungary, the second son of John Hunyadi,
was born at Klausenburg, and was chosen
ung in 1458. From 1478 to his death he
was in almost continual opposition to the
Smperor Frederick m. In 1485 he occupied
Vienna, and in 1487 invaded Lower Austria.
Eie was a great patron of arts and letters,
collected a large library at Budapest, founded
a university there, issued a law code, and
effected many useful social reforms.
Matthison, Edith Wynne (1875- ),
American actress, born in Birmingham, Eng-
land, made her first appearance in musical
comedy (1896) and was a member of Ben
reefs company, 1897-1803. In 1898 she
was married to Charles Rann Kennedy, the
dramatist. She distinguished herself in Greek
plays, mysteries, old English comedies, and
was especially successful in Shakespearean
plays with Sir Henry Irving and Sir Her-
bert Beerbohrn Tree, and in modem plays
such as The Blue Bird, The Piper, Sister
Beatrice and The Arrow-maker. In 1919 she
became head of the drama department of
the Bennett School of Liberal and Applied
Arts at Millbrook, N. Y., appearing in the
School's annual Greek plays. In 1930 she
made a great success as Hamlet. In 1932 she
toured with her own company in her hus-
band's plays.
Matting, a rough-woven or plaited fibrous
material used for floor or furniture covering,
for wrapping merchandise, for hangings, and
for other purposes. It is manufactured from
the inner bark or leaves of palms, and from
rushes, straw, grass, rattans, and bamboos.
Matting is made for native use and for ex-
port in India and the Far East. The floor
mats are usually woven from rushes, and the
weaving is done in a very primitive fash-
ion, European mattings are made from
reeds and rushes and are largely produced in
Spain, Portugal, and Great Britain. Ameri-
can matting is made from wire grass (Carex
filiformis), reeds, coir, rubber, and steel wire.
Wire grass (native) is dried by machinery
and woven into matting with a cotton warp,
Coir matting is made from the husk of the
cocoanut palm. The natives of the Philip-
pine Islands manufacture mats from a fi-
brous leaf of the nipa palm.
Matto Grosso, Brazilian state, occupies
nearly half the total width and length ol
Brazil, extending from Bolivia on the w. to